
ACRYLITE® Soundstop on 
the Interstate-30 

CASE STUDY

In 2003, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) built an 8-foot 
combination crash barrier / noise barrier mounted on an elevated bridge 
along a stretch of the Interstate-30.  

While the noise models had indicated that a taller wall was necessary, this 
was the only TxDOT-approved solution available at the time to the District 
Engineers.  

It was no surprise when the location continued to receive noise complaints 
from the downtown residents who live adjacent to the I-30 in Dallas, Texas. 
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OWNER 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Gibson and Associates, 
Inc. 

NOISE ABATEMENT 
George Reeves, TxDOT 

LOCATION 
Dallas, Texas 



The Challenge: 
The TxDOT has continued to explore and pilot many 
options for the noise barrier’s on Interstate-30, 
including extending the height of the concrete noise 
barriers on the existing concrete barrier. However, 
this was not an approved design option, and the 
additional weight concrete would add was an 
obvious issue.  

“We needed to find a noise-mitigating solution 
because we were receiving complaints from our 
residents due to traffic noise on Interstate-30,” 
explained George Reeves, Traffic Noise Analysis & 
Abatement Coordinator for TxDOT. “After 
experimenting with various applications, we found 
that ACRYLITE® Soundstop was the best option. Not 
only were the barriers successful in reducing noise, 
the transparency of the material didn’t block the view 
of Stevens Park, which was very important to 
residents.  The combination of these benefits led us 
to use the barriers on an experimental basis, 
something we would not have been comfortable 
doing without adequate documentation concerning 
long-term weather stability and the ability to talk with 
other states that have used these barriers 
previously.” 

The Solution: 
The confidence of going with an unknown was out-
weighed by the expertise Armtec’s in-house 
engineering offered. The team collaborated closely 
with TxDOT to get the initial drawings right.  

As the panels have gone up, TxDOT officials have 
been pleased with what they have seen. The 
aesthetics of the wall have also been noted by 
surrounding residents:  

“I set up recording equipment near I-30 to collect 
noise data and the people I have spoken with are 
happy with the new walls,” shared Manuel Trevino, 
PhD, from the Center for Transportation Research. 
He has also been collecting data on this specific 
project to measure the before and after noise 
performance of the site.  

He continued that, “(Residents) like that they can see 
through them (the walls) and really like that the noise 
has been reduced.” 

Now on the second phase, the new barrier walls 
will be completed in the coming months by 
installation contractors, Gibson and Associates, 
Inc. 

Find out how ACRYLITE® Soundstop can be used on your next project. 
Contact us today. 
Durisol® is the market leader in the noise barrier wall industry. We manufacture and supply a series of unique 
panel and post wall systems – including our Durisol® precast sound absorption panels and transparent 
ACRYLITETM Soundstop sheets, as well as narrow footprint retaining walls and fire-rated barriers. Our first noise 
barriers were installed in Canada in 1977 and in the US in 1986 and are all still in service today. With over 40+ 
million square feet of wall installed to date, Durisol® noise barriers stop the noise of industrial warehouses, utility 
enclosure sites and urban infrastructure of all kinds right across North America.. 
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