
PONT DE QUÉBEC 

CASE STUDY

The Pont de Québec (Quebec Bridge), stretching over the Saint Lawrence 
River from Sainte-Foy to Lévis, is currently the longest cantilever bridge in 
the world. Opened in 1914, the bridge accommodates road, rail and 
pedestrian traffic. However, due to overdue repair work, the Pont de 
Québec was placed on a list of the 10 most endangered historical sites in 
Canada in 2010. Corrosion caused the Ministry of Transport to replace the 
guards on each side of the bridge walkway with steel panels to reinforce the 
integrity of the structure.  

In phase one of construction, steel panels were installed along the walkway 
on the west side of the bridge. However, these steel panels were met with a 
lot of criticism. The 1.80 metre high opaque panels completely obstruct the 
view of the river and scenic vistas for motorists and pedestrians. After 
plenty of backlash from the community, it was agreed upon that transparent 
panels would be used during the second phase of construction to address 
these concerns. Durisol is proud to have been selected as the designer and 
supplier of ACRYLITE® Soundstop transparent panels for the historical 
Pont de Québec. 

The metre high ACRYLITE® Soundstop transparent GS CC panels contain embedded clear polyamide filaments. 
These panels are typically used for structure mounted noise barriers. The embedded polyamide filaments provide 
fragment retention, which helps to keep the panels intact during the impact of a collision. In the event of impact by a 
vehicle, the filaments hold the shattered sheet intact, preventing fragments and the sheet from falling below. 

Durisol is honoured to have provided a useful and heritage-restoring solution for several needs as outlined by the 
customer. 

Durisol® is the market leader in the noise barrier wall industry. We manufacture and supply a series of unique panel and post wall 
systems – including our Durisol® precast sound absorption panels and transparent ACRYLITETM Soundstop sheets, as well as narrow 
footprint retaining walls and fire-rated barriers. Our first noise barriers were installed in Canada in 1977 and in the US in 1986 and are 
all still in service today. With over 40+ million square feet of wall installed to date, Durisol® noise barriers stop the noise of industrial 
warehouses, utility enclosure sites and urban infrastructure of all kinds right across North America.
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